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COURSE DESCRIPTION:


The Western Civilizations course covers a variety of topics related to the impact ancient civilizations had on the formation of the modern world. The course is broken up into two separate semesters, but taking Western Civilizations I is not a prerequisite for Western Civilizations II – they are considered two different courses. 


Western Civilizations I travels back as far as pre-historic man and quickly changes focus onto the formation of advanced societies and civilizations. From this point, in depth study of the Greek and Roman Empires paves the way for the birth of the Middle Ages and the foundation of Europe.


Western Civilizations II picks up after the Middle Ages with the birth of the Renaissance. This time period, stretching from approximately 1200-1800, is filled with different eras of focus that would lead to the modernization of European countries as well as the Americas. The final topic for the course concentrates on the major 20th century conflicts (WWI/WWII) resulting from the influences of the past mixing with modern day problems of ethnocentrism, lack of resources, and quests for power.
Western Civilization I major Topics:

Foundations of Civilizations

Egypt and Early Empires

Greece

Rome

Post-Roman Empires

The Middle Ages

Possible films: Gladiator, Troy, Kingdom of Heaven, King Arthur

Western Civilizations II major topics:

The Renaissance: The Reformation, Age of Kings, The Enlightenment, The Age of Revolutions

Democracy and Reform

WWI and WWII

Possible films: Braveheart, Master and Commander, Life is Beautiful

EVERY DAY PREPAREDNESS:

1. A WRITING UTENSIL

2. A NOTEBOOK – PREFERABLY 3 RING OR WITH FOLDER

3. YOUR TEXTBOOK

