Tourtellotte Memorial High School

Honors Early American History
Mr. Driscoll

2009-20010
Dear Students: 
Welcome Back!

I hope you have all enjoyed your summer break.  I am excited to start back up and fully expect to have an exciting and adventurous year with you all.

Course Description
[image: image1.png]



For a complete course description, I have uploaded a PDF describing AP US History in great detail.  Therefore, I will not feebly attempt to summarize it here.  Instead, I would just like to add that this is my favorite of all subjects!  Seriously.  Why?  First, unlike studying other historical topics, this subject is the in-depth study of who we are as Americans.  Although it may not seem like it, we are still a relatively young nation in desperate search for an identity, one that is disputed each and every day.  Also, as we will soon see, much of what we “know” about American history is nothing more than a myth contrived over the centuries.  It is our job to distinguish truth from legend, to learn lessons from our founders and past countrymen, and to apply these principles throughout our lives as contributing citizens in the world’s longest-standing large scale republic.  This class will certainly be challenging, but one in which you will learn from, appreciate, and ultimately enjoy! 
Expectations of the Student 
Preparation:  Of course, you are expected to complete assignments carefully and promptly.  I suggest organizing your notes and materials in a 3 ring binder or notebook & folder.  Please save all materials!
Class Website – http://driscoll-class.wikispaces.com/
Besides being a valuable resource to check the course calendar and download class documents, you will be required to engage in weekly online discussions. At the close of marking period, I will review your contributions and assign a grade with comments. If you have limited internet access at home, you must meet with me to arrange an alternative access time and location.   
Homework Policy:  Homework will be graded base upon effort and completion.  If full effort has been put into the assignment, it will receive full credit. Homework can be made up by the next day for ½ credit, otherwise it is a zero.  If you are absent, you will be given extra time to complete it, but it is your responsibility to find out what you have missed. When in doubt, check the class website. 
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Lastly, ask questions! I will welcome all sincere questions before, during, and after class. After all, questioning is the hallmark of all great scholars…
Expectations of the Teacher

I will do my best to ensure that you achieve your full potential by guiding your learning, encouraging and answering your questions, and demonstrating fairness and respect.  I will be available after school when needed, and promote all parents/guardians to contact me to discuss your child’s progress. This can be done by phone, through e-mail, or in person through an arranged conference.  
Grading Policy

· Tests

=

30-40 pts. each

· Quizzes
= 

15-25 pts. each

· Homework
=

5 pts.  each

· Homework will be assigned on a regular basis (3-5 per week) 
· 1-day late homework will count as ½ credit.  
· Online Forum  = 

30 pts.
· Essays

=

20-30 pts. each
· Projects
=

40-50 pts. each

· Participation/Conduct

30 pts. each quarter
Detach & Return Below ↓↓↓
The signature below indicates that you and your parent/guardian understand the requirements of the course.  In addition, if you or your parent/guardian would like to write any questions or comments at this time, you are more than welcome to include that in the space provided below.
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_____________________________ 

Parent E-mail (if applicable)

