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COURSE DESCRIPTION:


The AP US History course is specifically designed to further prepare students for the AP Exam in the spring. Starting from (approximately) the Civil War, we will categorize, analyze, and synthesize terms, people, and events that contributed to the formation of the modern American nation of today. A variety of primary sources will be used to expose students to authentic opinion that they will interpret to help prepare them for the document based questions (DBQs) present on the AP Exam. Graphs, charts, and political cartoons will also be analyzed not only to promote the social studies’ skill, but also help in reflecting on the specific historical period.

Due to the level of the course, academic expectations and responsibilities are both very high. Students will be required to complete out of class readings and assignments that provide further background information on given topics. Students should be prepared to discuss material in class and bring forth questions for discussion. Upon starting a new topic, the class will discuss background information related to the topic, then move to specific opinions and responses present in primary source documents. 

The AP Exam is in the beginning of May. About two weeks prior to the exam, we will focus specifically on reviewing for the test. This will include further practice with DBQs, a review of Early American History, and exposure to test taking strategies.


If you feel you are overwhelmed, falling behind, or simply need some academic assurance, then make an appointment to stay after with me. 


You need to be highly organized and independent. We will be moving through material at a rapid rate. Make sure you keep all handouts to help you study for tests and eventually the exam. We will be having a test with essays or DBQ about once a week. You need to keep up with the reading and class discussions or you will fall behind.

SIDE NOTE:


Because you have signed up for the AP class, the assumption is that you are a highly motivated, skilled, and organized learner. If you do not think you can handle the academic responsibilities that will be placed on you, do not continue in this course. I will do my best to help prepare you for the test, but essentially, the completion of work and readings falls to you. 
